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Rendez -Vous at Croix Rouge Farm  
From Alabamaôs Own in France, William H. 
Amerine, 1919 (p. 151) ï ñAlong the southern 
edge of the forest, bounding the farm on the 
right flank, the Boche snipers were driven 
from the trees by Company  I.   Company K 
cleaned the machine gun ñnestsò out.  The 
two organizations, however, were halted on 
the edge of the farm.  They encountered a stiff 
cross-fire of enemy machine gun bullets 
coming from the farmhouse and from the 
prepared places on each side of that 
structure.ò       
 
Cover of Croix Rouge Farm photo-memory 

of those brave soldiers by Beatrice Dahm  printed July  2024; photo of original fortified 
farmhouse is found on croixrougefarm. org ; 
27 July 2024 gathering at Croix Rouge Farm 
Memorial ï all photos by Beatrice Dahm 

From 
Send The 
Alabamians  
By Nimrod  
Frazer (2014) p. 121:  ñIt took a huge 
effort to find wounded and get 
treatment for them that night.  
Medics were shorthanded; the 1st 
Battalion Aid Station had two 
doctors and a dozen assistants, and 
five of them were wounded.  The 
regimental band, every member of 
the sanitary staff, and all available 
soldiers served as litter bearers.  
Narrow paths with mud -and-water-
filled shell holes made stretcher 
bearing harder than usual.ò One of 
the wounded was Will Frazer, the 
authorôs father. 
His story is followed through this  
highly recommended history of the 
167th Regiment, 42nd Division WWI.  

2024 Croix Rouge Farm 
Commemoration of 
Battle 26 July 1918 
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Rededication 
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Rainbow Riflemen 
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Monique Brouillet Seefried describes this day ï  
 
On July 27, 2024, 106 years after the battle of Croix Rouge 
Farm, I had the privilege to lay a wreath in the name of the 
Rainbow Division Veterans Foundation in memory of the 
valiant soldiers of the Rainbow Division who, on July 26, 1918, 
gave their life on this French battlefield. The statue of the 
Rainbow Soldier, carrying his dead comrade, stood poignant 
under the rain, a heavy rain like on the day of the battle, 
surrounded by French color guards, local elected officials and 
citizens.  
 

After Charlie Diaz, ABMC superintendent of the Oise-
Aisne cemetery raised the American colors, French, 
American, European national anthems were 
sung.   Moving speeches were made by the sous-pr®fet 
of Chateau-Thierry, St®phane Paccard, representing the 
French government, a member of the French House of 
Representatives Jocelyn Dessigny, and by the mayor of 
F¯re-en-Tardenois, Jean-Paul Roseleux.  I also spoke 
not only about the men we remembered but also to 
express our American gratitude to these French people 
who take such a good care of this Rainbow Division Memorial and keep remembering the men of the 
42nd Division.  Douglas MacArthur, after the war, had wanted to see a memorial to the Rainbow Division 

erected in the region.  This didnôt happen, and it took 
nearly a century for this to be done, thanks to the 
combined efforts of Nimrod T. Frazer, whose generosity 
made it possible, and of James Butler whose artistic 
talent created this powerful statue, a Rainbow Division 
Piet¨.  Our Rainbow friend and great photographer, 
Beatrice Dahm, was there, like every year, capturing the 
power, the beauty and the emotion of the memorial.  Her 
contribution to memorializing the Rainbow Division 
culminated this year with the publication of a new book 
of pictures of the Croix Rouge Farm Memorial.  

 
An EXCERPT from the July 4, 1917 speech by Colonel Charles E. Stanton at the tomb of 

LaFayette  ï ñéAt some future time another genius of your fair country will 
compose an anthem, which will unite the moving cadences of the Marseillaise and 
the quickening warmth of the Star-Spangled Banner.  This Hosannah will be sung 
in martial strain with glad acclaim by a liberty loving people, the melody rising to 
a diapason sinister to tyrants, but soothing as a motherôs lullaby to a people who 
cherish honor for itself and their posterity. 
     America has joined forces with the allied powers, and what we have of blood 
and treasure are yours.  Therefore, it is with loving pride that we drape the colors 
in tribute of respect to this citizen of your great Republic, and here and now, in 
the shadow of the illustrious dead, we pledge our heart and our honor in carrying 
this war to a successful issue.   LaFayette, we are here!ò 
(photo left) General John J. Pershing (right foreground), commander of the American Expeditionary 
Force in Europe, at Lafayetteôs grave in Picpus Cemetery on July 4, 1917. Colonel Charles E. Stanton, 

who said ñLafayette, We Are Hereò on this occasion, is third from left.  https://sites.lafayette.edu/lafayettewwi/pershing-at-picpus/ 

https://sites.lafayette.edu/lafayettewwi/pershing-at-picpus/


BELLEAU WOOD, France, Reenactment July 2024  
Photos by Beatrice Dahm 

A description of this intense, legendary battle is to be found on the 
American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) website 

https://www.abmc.gov/Belleau -Wood  

 

 
 

PASS IN REVIEW  
 

By LTC R.B. Clemens, 101st Airborne 
Division, son of Robert B. Clemens, Co. M., 
222nd Inf. Regt., 42nd ñRainbowò Division 

on the Occasion of his Retirement,  
23 May 1993 

 
We joined this parade in progress. 

They marched before us, 
From Bunker Hill to Bull Run.  

From Belleau Wood to Bastogne. 
From Pusan to Pleiku. 

There, we fell in, and picked up the step. 
 

The final rite of passage, of course, 
Is the Pass in Review 

Off into the sunset, to the 
Old Soldiersô Home 

Go the retiring warriors.  
New recruits fill the gaps and pick up 

The step. 
 

Using words stolen from Lee  
And MacArthur,  
We say goodbye, 

Promising never to forget, 
But we will, and we must. 

 
If we truly allowed our battles  

and fallen comrades 
To pass in never-ending review, 

We would grow too sad to march, 
Too weary to salute, 

Too troubled at the loss of youth. 
So, we Pass in Review just one last time, 

You and I, recalling our parades and battles. 
We indulge in this brief moment of memory,  

But then, we forget, any more too sad 
To ponder. 

 
It is not the remembering that brings us 

Immortality,  
It is being remembered. 

 
As we remember ancient battles here, we give 

life to soldiers older than any now living.  
Then we pass the burden and baton of memory 

to younger soldiers, who remembering our 
battles, sustain our service. 

They are young and strong enough, 
Not only to fight.  
But to remember. 

When we retire from the field,  
The battle does not end, nor can it. 

Instead, we fashion, each of us, 
For ourselves, 

A separate peace. 
We sling our rifles muzzle down, 

Remove our helmets, 
Remember our fallen comrades, 

And, one last time, Pass in Review. 

 

https://www.abmc.gov/Belleau-Wood

