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PASS IN REVIEW

By LTC R.B. Clemens, 103 Airborne
Division, son of Robert B. Clemens, Co. M.,
222 |nf. Regt., 42" A Rai nbowo
on the Occasion of his Retirement,
23 May 1993

We joined this parade in progress.
They marched before us,
From Bunker Hill to Bull Run.
From Belleau Wood to Bastogne.
From Pusan to Pleiku.
There, we fell in, and picked up the step.

The final rite of passage, of course,
Is the Pass in Review
Off into the sunset, to the
Ol d Sol diersdé Ho
Go the retiring warriors.
New recruits fill the gaps and pick up
The step.

Using words stolen from Lee
And MacArthur,
We say goodbye,
Promising never to forget,
But we will, and we must.

If we truly allowed our battles
and fallen comrades
To pass in neverending review,
We would grow too sad to march,
Too weary to salute,
Too troubled at the loss of youth.

So, we Pass in Review just one last time,
You and I, recalling our parades and battles.
We indulge in this brief moment of memory,

But then, we forget, any more too sad
To ponder.

It is not the remembering that brings us
Immortality,
It is being remembered.

As we remember ancient battles here, we give
life to soldiers older than any now living.
Then we pass the burden and baton of memory
to younger soldiers, who remembering our
battles, sustain our service.
They are young and strong enough,
Not only to fight.
But to remember.
When we retire from the field,
The battle does not end, nor can it.
Instead, we fashion, each of us,
For ourselves,
A separate peace.
We sling our rifles muzzle down,
Remove our helmets,
Remember our fallen comrades,
And, one last time, Pass in Review.

BELLEAU WOOQOD, France, Reenactment July 2024
Photos by Beatrice Dahm
A description of this intense, legendary battle is to be found on the
American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) website
https://www.abmc.gov/Belleau -Wood
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