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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
It is an honor to be elected Chairman of the
RDVF. Like many members of the Foundation
my roots in the Rainbow are deep, serving in
the 42d Division in many capacities for over
30 years. This is but another way to serve the
soldiers of the Rainbow, past and present.
I would be the first to thank Past RDVF
Chairman, MG (Ret.) Joe Taluto for his
outstanding work in leading the Foundation
these past seven years. We accomplished
much under his tenure, from modernizing the
Foundation’s website and automation
systems, developing a first-class scholarship
program, and adding new monuments to the
history of the Rainbow Division. We will
continue this good work.
This past summer the Foundation sponsored a tour of the World War I
battlefields of France. We visited four American cemeteries and honored our
fallen heroes by placing a Rainbow flag on the graves of over 1200 soldiers. We
walked the battlefields of the Champagne, stood in the German trenches
captured by the Division in Ste Mihiel, and crossed the deadly fields before the
Croix Rouge Farm near Château-Thierry. We also participated in dedicating a
new monument to the 42d Division and GEN MacArthur in the battle of the
Meuse-Argonne at the Côte de Châtillon. Overall, this was a wonderful
experience that gave us all a new appreciation of the valor and sacrifice of the
Rainbow soldier.
(photo - Paul and Rosalie Genereux at the Aisne-Marne American Monument,
Château-Thierry, France. July 27, 2018 by COL (Ret.) Mario Costagliola. )

Photo One – The stars came out at a World War
One remembrance ceremony held at Croix Rouge
Farm, an important Rainbow Division battlefield and
memorial outside Fère-en-Tardenois, France.
Standing left to right, BG Joseph Biehler(Deputy
Commander, 42ID), MG(R) Joseph Taluto (RDVF
Chairman) Maj Gen Anthony German (The Adjutant
General – New York), and BG(R) Pau l Genereux
(RDVF Vice Chairman) met for this meaningful
commemoration.
Photo Two – Rainbow Tour participants
Photo Three -- NAVARIN OSSUARY
Our tour historian, Brig. (Ret.) John Smales, orients
our Rainbow Division Veterans Foundation group, to
the actions that took place here, 100 years ago during
the Second Battle of the Marne in World War One.

The Foundation awarded $25,000 in scholarships to sixteen high school
and college students at our September 8th dinner in Troy, NY. The quality of
applicants was outstanding and the selection process rigorous. Congratulations
to all winners. We anticipate the scholarship program will grow in the future
and continue our mission to commemorate the deeds, sacrifices and traditions
of the 42d Division. Rainbow, Never Forget!
Paul Genereux, RDVF Chairman

Photo Four -- Aisne-

Marne American Military
Cemetery - Robert Contini,
formerly of the 42nd Infantry
Division Band, performs
"Taps" for those lost in action
during the Second Battle of
the Marne, summer 1918.
Photos 1-4 by Patrick
Chaisson
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CHAPLAIN’S PRAYER
Printed in the November 1983 issue of REVEILLE
Rev. Robert F. Weiss, S.J., RDVMF Chaplain
WWII member of Company M, 222nd Infantry Regiment, 42nd Division
Almighty and Eternal God, As we honor our brave comrades-in-arms on this Veterans
Day, we call to mind the sacrifice of those brave men who laid down their lives for their
country. We recall all those who have left our ranks in the intervening years and have
joined those who have gone before. We ask you to keep alive in our hearts the love of
country and our commitment to a better world that inspired these comrades of ours.
Help our country to be strong and united in our determination that all men may live in
peace and freedom. In Your son’s name we pray. Amen
JULY 10, 2018
From the World War I Centennial News Podcast
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/
Bells of Peace, A World War I
Remembrance is a collaborative
program to bring the Centennial of the
Armistice to communities and
organizations across the nation, in a
grassroots program to encourage the
tolling of bells, and other
commemorative activities, throughout
the United States on Sunday, November
11, 2018 at 11 a.m. local time. Bells of
Peace brings attention to the end of the
fighting in World War I at the 11th Hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918, a hundred years ago.
A RAINBOW VIGNETTE of WWI - ONE JOYFUL NIGHT
By Frederich “Fred” Gallaudet Hammer, Bn Sgt. Maj. Adjutant General’s Office,
HQ 42nd Division WWI
Photo taken in Ahrweiler,
Germany December 1918;
Fred Hammer center, first
row
Saturday, the 12th of
October, 1918: a small,
dirty, dimly-lit room in the
shell-torn town of CHEPPY,
France; the usual bunch in
the office with the
occasional visitors –
there you have the settings.

The room in which we worked had formerly been a wine-shop, I should judge, from the
bottles on the shelves, the arrangement of the place and its surroundings. When we
moved in, the 1st Division was just ready to pull out, and although they had taken a hand
in trying to make the place look decent, it still had that hungry-war-hungry look which
all towns and houses left standing in that part of France which has been in the Boche’s
possession, have.
CHEPPY is a little town in the Argonne region, some 20 or 30 kilometers west of the
Meuse River. It had been in the possession of the Boche since 1915, and when they pulled
out hurriedly this year the American shells following them, they left very little of the town
for us to live in.
A long day was the 12th of October. We sat around idly until we found there was
a Sales Commissary open, when we promptly appointed Gregory to go and get some
things for us. The afternoon dragged by, with little jobs here and there to be done, and
finally supper time came. Gregory and Darr went out for supper and brought mine back
to me. Then we all sat around chewing the rag and smoking our cigars fresh from the
commissary, and finally went back into a small, stuffy sort of a cave in the back of the
building where we slept, and tried a couple of songs, to which the chief objected. So, we
gave up singing and came back to lounge around in our chairs.

Major
Rumbough,
Lieutenants
Brewer
and
Sunstorm, Sergeant Major Gregory, Sergeant Major
Darr and myself, together with an orderly were in the
room when the cloudburst came. Lieutenant Colonel
Murphy, G-3, came tearing in the room, a smile on his face, and
said, “Well, boys, I have brought you all a Christmas present.”
He then paused while we looked around at each other with big
question marks over our heads. He went on, “Germany has
accepted Wilson’s Peace proposition. All the German troops will
be withdrawn from Allied territory as soon as that matter had
been decided by a board to be appointed by the President to
conduct it. And it comes from the German people – voted by a
large majority of the Reichstag.” Then pandemonium broke
loose. Major Rumbough commenced to sing “Beautiful Beautiful
Greenland,” and started to walk nervously up and down the floor.
Darr said, “I don’t believe it. It is too good to be true.” Gregory
and I started pounding the typewriters as fast as we could to hide
our excitement. The Lieutenants said nothing, outside of
repeating dumbly what the Colonel had said.
Then finally, we all recovered, and fell into a general
discussion. The Colonel telephoned the news around to
different ones, while Major Rumbough tried to help him
out, but got so excited he got the message mixed up and
had to repeat it several times before he got it straight.
Everybody seemed to be trying to visualize how the
home-town folks would receive him back.
ST. NAZAIRE – VAUCOULEURS – LA FUCHE – ROLAMPONT
– LUNEVILLE – BACCARAT – CHATEL-sur-MOSELLE – ST.
GERMAINE-La-VILLE – VADENAY FARM – LAFERTE-sousJOUARRE – TRUGNY – BEUVARDES – BOURMONT –
CHATENOIS – TOUL – ANSAUVILLE – ESSEY – BOIS de
PANNES – BENOITE – VAUX-COUVENT – RECICOURT –
BOIS de MONTFAUCON – CHEPPY – EXERMONT –
CHAMPIGNEULLE – AUTRUCHE – GRANDES ARMOISES –
MAISONCELLE – BUZANCY
With thanks to the family of Lt. Col. Fred G. Hammer who saved and
shared his memorabilia After WWI, SGM
Hammer received a commission, serving in the
Army Service Forces, Chemical Warfare Service,
as intelligence officer, executive officer,
intelligence branch, and chief, intelligence
branch, office of the chief, chemical warfare
service.
He was authorized to wear the Army
Commendation Ribbon.
He was a member of the D.C. Chapter of the
Rainbow Division Veterans Association until
his death in 1971. He rests in Arlington
National Cemetery, Sec: 8, Site: 243 LH

The tragedy of
World War I
sometimes seems
too enormous for
a 21st Century
reader to
comprehend. Yet
that sustained
bloodletting is
the central theme
of Rod Frazer’s
The Best World
War I Story I Know: On the Point in the Argonne (2018,
softcover with illustrations and maps, 216 pages). At its heart is
the tale of a 21-day attack on German positions along the Côte
de Châtillon, a heavily-defended hill mass in the MeuseArgonne region of eastern France. Three United States Army
divisions – the inexperienced 35th, the elite 1st “Big Red One”,
and the battle-tested 42nd “Rainbow”, one after another went
up against enemy fortifications here in September and October
of 1918.
Frazer, a combat veteran himself, vividly narrates a “microhistory” of this three-week campaign within the framework of
the Allies’ 1918 Meuse-Argonne offensive. He combines careful
research with superbly-chosen personal accounts to portray
both bravery and incompetence, valor and recklessness. The
sheer horror of combat in WWI is well-depicted – deadly
machine gun and artillery fire, along with poison gas, wire
entanglements, and marauding German aircraft, simply “used
up” three U.S. combat divisions. Excellent maps help show how
terrain influenced the battle.
Though a general history, personalities such as Harry Truman,
George Patton, “Wild Bill” Donovan, and Douglas MacArthur
appear in Frazer’s work. Looming large here is the grim visage
of Gen. John Pershing, commander of the American
Expeditionary Force in Europe. He sent thousands of young
Americans to their deaths in exchange for a couple of hills – to
his credit, Rod Frazer explains why these strategic prominences
were worth the cost.

A Micro-History of the Great War
Book Review by Patrick J. Chaisson, RDVF Historian
(NOTE: The Rainbow Division
Veterans Foundation has published
a book, Rod Frazer’s The Best World
War I Story I Know: On the Point in
the Argonne. Foundation members
may recognize Mr. Frazer as the
author of 2014’s Send the Alabamians,
which is another battle history of the
Rainbow Division in WWI. His
newest title, published for the 100th
anniversary of the end of World War
I, is available online at Amazon or by
visiting your local bookseller.)

With an introduction by Dr. Monique Seefried of the U.S. World
War I Centennial Commission (who in 2018 helped the RDVF
dedicate a new monument at the Côte de Châtillon), Rod
Frazer’s The Best World War I Story I Know is a welcome
addition to the literature of WWI, especially the Meuse-Argonne
Campaign of Autumn, 1918. I recommend this volume (and its
maps) as an outstanding travel companion for those wishing to
visit the battlefield, which lies just a few miles east of the
breathtaking Meuse-Argonne American Military Cemetery –

where many who fought to capture these heights now slumber
for eternity. May we never forget their sacrifice.

Walter and Virginia Duhacsek Award (($1,500)
Brianna DelDuca
222d Infantry Regiment Award ($1,500) Julia Ormerod
All photos by Pat Chaisson, RDVF Historian
242d Infantry Regiment Award ($1,000) Abigail Praytor
Photo One: The Best World War I Story I Know: On the
Mayland Crosson Award ($1,000) David Myers
Point in the Argonne is a new book, written by historian Rod
Ted Johnson Award (($1,000) Megan Scott
Frazer and published by the Rainbow Division Veterans
42nd ID Rainbow Association Award ($1,000)
Foundation
Megan Studiner
Photo Two: A new memorial, funded by the RDVF and the
RDVF Award ($1,000) Loredana Mello
MacArthur Memorial, was dedicated at the Côte de Châtillon in RDVF Award ($1,000) Quinn Riley
France on 25 July 2018. Rendering honors are outgoing RDVF RDVF Award ($500) William Kenny
Chairman Joseph Taluto, MacArthur Memorial Executive
RDVF Award ($500) Patrick Healy
Director William Davis, and 42ID Commanding General
During the RDVF Annual Awards Dinner, held in Troy NY on 8
Steven Ferrari.
September 2018, several scholarships were presented to deserving
Photo Three: A representation of the recently-dedicated
Rainbow Division family members Côte de Châtillon memorial (courtesy Dr. Monique Seefried).

2018 RAINBOW SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Gary Yaple, RDVF Scholarship Committee Chair
Greetings,
It’s an honor to serve as your new Scholarship Committee Chair
and I want to thank Mike Kelly for his many years of service
leading the committee and for providing a smooth transition as
I take on this important duty. I also send a heartfelt thank you
to all of the Scholarship Committee members who do amazing
work each year assessing and adjudicating each submission
utilizing a merit evaluation process, examining academics,
extracurricular activities, committee member assessment and
an applicant essay. This year was no exception. With sixteen
very impressive and competitive applicants competing for their
share of $25,000, the committee was proud to be able to submit
all sixteen to the board for approval. Congratulations to all of
our 2018 RDVF Scholarship awardees!

L-R COL Peter Riley (RDVF Treasurer) accepts the award on
behalf of Quinn Riley from RDVF Chairman, Paul Genereux

The RDVF is dedicated to continued growth and we see the
scholarship program as an essential element to that end.
The Scholarship Committee goal for next year is to significantly
increase the scholarship applicant pool. If you are a descendant
of a current RDVF Veteran or Legacy Member, or if you are a
current Soldier of the 42nd Infantry Division in good standing,
you are eligible to apply for an RDVF Scholarship. If you know
of someone who fits these criteria please share this important
information. To learn more go to www.rainbowvets.org/rdvfscholarships . Until next time…
Never Forget! Gary Yaple
This year’s Scholarship Review Board Patrick Chaisson, Author and RDVF Historian
Mike Kelly, Past Chairman, Retired Public High School
Administrator
Kelly Fancher, Family Programs Chief
John Andonie, NYARNG Chief of Staff
Support Staff
Gary Yaple , RDVF Scholarship Committee Chair
Chris Ciccone, Board Recorder
SCHOLARSHIP BOARD RESULTS 2018
MacArthur Award ($5,000) Stephanie Walsh
Stillman Sawyer Award ($3,000) Nicole Barnes
Ted Simonson Award ($2,000) Shane Miller
The News-Corp-Robert T. Kennedy Award ($2,000)
Lucas Marchi
Lon and Colleen Peck Award ($1,500) Christine DiSanti
Edward and Lillian Kaiser Award ($1,500) Ellen Murphy

L-R are Pat Alesia of the 42nd Infantry Division Rainbow
Association, LTC John Studiner (accepting the award on behalf of
Megan Studiner), RDVF Chairman Paul Genereux, and RDVF Board
Member John Nunn.

L-R COL Glenn Marchi and Lucas Marchi accepting the News CorpRobert T. Kennedy Award from RDVF Chairman, Paul Genereux

Casualties on the battlefields of Italy and the Pacific exceeded
expectations. So, trained replacements were needed. Divisions
like the 42nd were tapped for these men. In our case, it was
frustrating to see these original Rainbowers, full of the Rainbow
Spirit and superbly trained, sent to replacement depots. Soon,
however, new draftees and volunteers arrived at Gruber and the
process began all over again. This time, some of the men were
ASTP (Army Specialized Training Program) people. The
Government had determined that after the war, well-educated
people would be needed. Students in college headed for
engineering, medicine, or science were permitted to remain in
school to complete their training. Now these deferred draftees
were brought in and we got more than our share in the
Rainbow. Of course, this raised the average intelligence level of
the enlisted men substantially and helped to hasten the training
programs. They were quick learners.
Dennis Murphy accepting the Edward and Lillian Kaiser Award on
behalf of his sister, Ellen Murphy from Paul Genereux

L-R MG (Ret.) Tom Kinley, Julia Ormerod accepting the 222d
Infantry Award from RDVF Chairman, Paul Genereux

R-L LTC John Studiner, COL Peter Riley, Julia Ormerod, MG(Ret.)
Tom Kinley, Dennis Murphy, Lucas Marchi, COL Marchi, BG (Ret.)
Paul Genereux, COL John Andonie, CSM (Ret.) John Willsey
All photos by Paul Fanning

MEMORIES OF WORLD WAR II
THE FINAL RAINBOW INSPECTION

Camp Gruber, OK October 1944
Excerpt from the Memoirs of Major (Ret.) James B. “Jim”
McCahey, Aide-de-Camp to MG Harry J. Collins, 42nd
Division Commander WWII which have been provided by
his wife, Mrs. Mary Lou McCahey

Because of the limited time we now had to retrain the Division,
the General wanted the spirit of the Rainbow brought home to
these new men as quickly as possible. A movie was made of the
original handing over of the Rainbow Flag ceremony. It also
showed some of the battle scenes from WWI, the march down
Broadway, and scenes from training the first cadre. It was a
silent movie so there had to be a voice over explaining the
scenes. Guess who got the assignment!! Many an hour I would
sit in the front row of one of the recreation halls doing my stuff
with the microphone. The idea was to leave them cheering as
the last scene was shown. This seemed to be easy, since the last
frames had to do with the Division marching with the bands,
flags, and men (and dust). Then came a picture of a huge
American Flag unfurling itself in the breeze. I guess it was the
marching and the flag that did it.
Throughout the hot
summer, we trained and
trained. Then came the
final inspections by the
Army Ground Forces
headquarters people who
were to make the final
decision whether or not
the Division was ready
for combat. The
inspection team of about
20 staff people was
headed up by a strict
disciplinarian named
Lieutenant General Ben
Lear. This was one tough dude, six feet three inches tall, slender
as a reed, and tough. He and his colonels were to arrive at the
Muskogee Airport in several Army planes. His orders were that
there was to be no show, no senior officers in the welcoming
party. He felt every officer should be with the troops carrying
out training. So, General Collins sent me out to meet everybody.
I arranged nine Army sedans, each with a corporal or sergeant
driver shined to the nines. The cars were lined up about fifty
yards from where the plane was to stop, each driver with a
20x30 inch sign with names of the three staff members who
would ride in that vehicle. Off to the side was a one-ton truck
for the baggage and seven men to carry. I was to stand at the
base of the unloading platform, greet the General and escort
him to his car. He was to ride with his G-3 (training specialist),
me, and the driver. So, there I stood - helmet, dress khaki,
boots, shined belt buckle, alone in the heat. Actually, I wasn’t
quite alone. I had two flag bearers immediately behind me; one
holding the Rainbow Division flag, the other a large blood red
flag with three large white stars on it. It signified General Lear’s
rank. Just a little bit of showmanship!

Down the stairs he finally came. I gave him ye olde Rainbow
salute, identified myself, and explained that General Collins
regretted he could not be present, but that he had to be in the
field with the troops. He just looked at me. Then he turned,
motioned me to walk with him, and began to move away from
the plane, the cars, the flags. He said something to the effect
that we had to give the men time to get the baggage unloaded
and the officers in their cars. He noticed the lineup, the drivers,
the cars, the salutes. He laughed and said, “Just like your boss,
aren’t you!” But then, “Very good, very very good!” My day was
made. While walking, we talked about the camp itself, what he
was about to see, the weather, which car he was to ride in. He
was very friendly, not a bit what I had been told he would be. In
the car we had a complete schedule of the training for that day.
He looked at everything and pointed out the things he was
personally interested in. Then came the question of whether or
not he could look at some items and then travel to see others.
They happened to be located some distance apart. I started to
say it would take almost an hour to get from one area to the
other. He boomed his interruption with some words to the
effect that he wasn’t asking me the time of day, could he do
it…yes or no! Yes, Sir!!!!!
On the post, we drove him to all the areas he wanted to see. We
had a three-quarter ton radio command car following, complete
with the best military radios of the day. So, if he wanted to see
something not on the schedule, we would take off toward the
area radioing ahead what was coming.
Meanwhile, the staff members were doing their specialties in the
headquarters, the Division staff offices, and out in the field. It
was a three-day inspection and nobody slept. Many staff
conferences were held, the generals spent much time together
late into the night. The last found the generals in Collins’ house
with me in attendance doing the honors as far as food and drink
were concerned. Lear pointed out that thus far his people told
him the Division was in great shape, with some minor problems
which he knew would be corrected when the final report was
delivered. He asked Collins whether or not the Division “would
fight?” He said some divisions looked good, but when they
entered combat they did less than was expected. Collins replied
with some fervor that the Division would indeed fight!
After all this
was over, and I
delivered the
inspection gang
to their planes,
this time
complete with
bands, troops
lined up for
inspection, state
flags en masse,
etc. General
Lear, with a wry
smile on his
face, walked the
length of the
units drawn up, saluted the American and Division flags as he
passed, paused and looked over the massed state banners, then
marched to the foot of the access stairs, turned and saluted.
With a “Well done” over his shoulder he entered the plane. His
senior staff members followed and they took off. Later, he
called General Collins by radio from the plane and said it was
one of the best outfits he had visited since the war began; in
spite of the pomp and showmanship!!

We all thought our high marks would result in our being
shipped overseas and into the fight. However, we were to be
disappointed. The “Bulge” was on and troops were badly
needed. So, the three infantry regiments, (222nd , 232nd and
242nd ) were shipped at once.
You may remember, on December 16 the Germans mounted an
enormous attack with everything going except air support. The
area they chose was the Ardennes Forest. Their goal was to
penetrate over the Meuse River, then turn west and flank the
British and American forces in Belgium. They reasoned, if they
could neutralize the Port of Antwerp where most of the Allied
supplies were being unloaded, the other forces in Europe would
be unable to act and the Allies would sue for peace. Thus began
the Battle of the Bulge. At first, the enemy had superb success.
A large salient developed in the lines of the Allied forces.
Patton’s Third Army was to the south of this penetration, and it
was decided to turn his enormous rumored force 90 degrees
from their then line of march and attack the flank of the German
effort in the vicinity of Bastogne. The area where Patton had
been was left somewhat open. The three regiments of the 42nd
were committed in this “quiet” area. The Assistant Division
Commander of the 42nd, Brigadier General Henning Linden, was
placed in command (it became known as Task Force Linden),
and operated under the overall command of the Commanding
General and staff of the experienced 79th Division. The plan was
to have the Rainbow “hold” the area until the Bulge had been
reduced and the Germans defeated.
After this was accomplished, Hitler decided to try elsewhere and
ordered the surviving units to attack right where Linden’s troops
were deployed. This secondary Bulge effort, later named
“Winter Storm”, was the last gasp effort of the German Army.
Our regiments bore the brunt of the fighting in the coldest
winter Europe experienced in years. Towns like Kilstett,
Gambsheim, Offendorf, Herrlisheim, Rohrweiler, Hatten,
Bitche, and Niederbetschdorf became memorable battle records
for the Division. The toll of wounded and dead was substantial.
The weather had its effect and scores of men had to be
evacuated. As a matter of fact, the entire Seventh Army, which
included our regiments, had to retreat for miles. It was obvious
the task force setup had to be changed and orders were cut to
bring the rest of the 42nd organization over in a hurry.
********
The 4-page History of 42d Infantry Division Month of
February 1945 submitted to The Adjutant General,
Washington 25, D.C. dated 31 May 1945 – details the
intensive training program conducted to provide the
maximum training for combat in the time available as
the month began.
“The balance of the 42d Division arrived in Marseilles on 18
January, spent nearly three weeks drawing vehicles and
equipment, and moved north on 7-8 February, closing into the
Vic-sur-Seille assembly area by 10 February, four days after the
division was formally reconstituted and released for publicity to
the Press…
“For the 42d Infantry Division the month of February saw the
deactivation of Task Force Linden, the reunion of all elements of
the division and the entry of the Rainbow into combat as a
single fighting unit…
“By 28 February the Rainbow Division had completed its
eleventh day of combat as a complete unit while the three
infantry regiments completed their forty-sixth day of action
against the enemy. Along its entire front the division held the
initiative and combat efficiency was excellent.”

From the historical report by members of the District
of Columbia, Washington Chapter of the Rainbow
Division Association many years ago “There are many dates in that war which mean many things to
all of us – dates which we will never forget. However, March
15, 1945 was the date that the entire Division first began
offensive operations against the German War Machine. It was
the date that the U.S. Seventh Army began its final drive to
crush the detested Nazi Regime. That was the day the Rainbow
Division began the long, difficult and heroic journey to later
become known as the “Glory Road.” It was a day that tested the
physical and moral fiber of every Rainbow Soldier. It was a day
of trial, a day of proof, and a day of manhood. It was a day of
death, and sorrow, and sadness. March 15, 1945 was a day we
were all glad to have behind us, but a day of which every
Rainbow soldier can be justifiably proud.”

since they were both at Dachau on Liberation day, April 29th
1945. Nick Hope, now aged 95 years young is one of the
survivors of Dachau. My father and Nick live less than one hour
apart.
I have set myself rather a large challenge and quest, to find
and invite "all around the world" as many of the 32,000+
Dachau Survivors, the 42nd & 45th Rainbow Division, all US
Army Liberators, including all of their children and families,
neighbours and friends, the doctors, nurses and all of their
assistants and aides too, together with all of the bakers locally,
who baked and supplied the daily truckloads of bread, carrying
many tonnes of fresh loaves for the "now liberated" survivors at
the camp during the following months and time, whilst the
survivors were treated and cared for. Everyone connected to
Dachau in any way at all is invited; in fact, everyone is so very
welcome to join us all at the Dachau 2020 Memorials.

I have met a good handful of the lovely Dachau Survivors
Photo 1 –Lieutenant General Ben Lear 11 Feb 1943, credited to including their families, the directors of Dachau and Holocaust
Missouri State Archives
committee, the archivist, the priests and nuns and so many
NOTE: from his Wikipedia bio – “Lear was administratively more lovely people at Dachau, during the couple of days I spent
attending the Dachau memorials and church services. I can't
retired in May 1943, having reached the mandatory
retirement age of 64, but was immediately recalled to active tell you how so very nice everyone was during my stay there.
Everyone was so delighted to meet me, the son of a Liberator,
duty to serve on the Personnel Board of the Secretary of
and they all asked me to thank my father and all of his men for
War, and promoted to lieutenant general. He became
what they had done for them on that day, Sunday, April 29th
Commanding General of Army Ground Forces on 14 July
1945— "your father saved our lives, we would be dead if it wasn't
1944 when Lieutenant General Lesley J. McNair went to
Europe eleven days before McNair was killed in Normandy for the Liberators, thank you from all our hearts".

on 25 July 1944.

Photo 2 -Camp Gruber, OK - Major General Harry J. Collins
and his aide-de-camp, Major (then Captain) James B. “Jim”
McCahey; from the manuscript of Major McCahey’s
autobiography provided by his wife, Mrs. Mary Lou McCahey

DACHAU 2020 – APRIL 29TH 2020
The Beginning of a Magnificent Project
A Message from Jeremy Stuehmeyer
WHIXLEY, York, United Kingdom

Nick Hope (L) meets Rainbow Division veteran, Henry
Stuehmeyer (Cannon Co. 232nd Infantry) July 2018
at his home in California. Son, Jeremy Stuehmeyer is
standing by his father and Mrs. Stuehmeyer.
For the ABC-7 video of this meeting, please visit https://abc7ny.com/society/concentration-camp-survivor-meetsliberator-73-years-later/3661672/

My father, Henry Stuehmeyer, who served in WWII in
Cannon Company, 232nd Infantry, 42nd Division met a great
man called Nick Hope just a couple of months ago. Dad met
Nick for the very first time in Petaluma, CA after 73 years,

Dachau 2020 will give us the very rare chance too, for the very
first time to meet the Liberators, Survivors and their families,
and their friends too, "whilst we can". Come along and join me
at Dachau 2020 and you'll certainly learn a great deal more
about your father, uncle, grandfather or great-grandfather and
family that you've never known, during your visit to
Dachau, especially when you meet the amazing Survivors and
their lovely families and descendants.
I would love to have a conversation with each of you, answer
your questions and tell you more about our project to reach out
across the world in honor of our forthcoming Dachau
Commemoration. If I have your telephone #, I will call you and
very much look forward to meeting you. I will help in any way I
can to make our conversation most convenient for you. I am in
touch with both the Dachau directors and the Holocaust
committee, Belgium; the main holocaust museums in both
Washington and London; and will be contacting copious
newspapers and television companies around the world.
I will formulate two letters for each museum – the first will be
included and printed within their museum newsletters, and the
second as a “third party letter” which the museums will kindly
forward onto any of the known Dachau survivors, including
their families, who have been in touch with the museums in
numerous ways.
We are gathering together not only people but their stories
and all memories that will add to this history. Your help and
recommendations in this are very welcome and very much
needed and encouraged. I need a great deal of help from right
around the world…you are all very welcome to pass on and/or
publish at any time my name, address, phone number, email
address and website details to help with the Dachau 2020 quest.
It is not too soon to begin!
JEREMY STUEHMEYER
Professional genealogist & family researcher
21 Back Lane WHIXLEY, York, United Kingdom YO26 8BG
Tel: 00 44 (1) 423 330560 EMAIL jeremy@jsfamilyrees.com
Website: www.jsfamilytrees.com

WWII RAINBOW MEMORIAL LIST
Deaths Reported Since July 2018

Rainbow Division Veterans Foundation,
Inc. Contributions 5 July – 10 October 2018

CANTRELL, J.R. “Jay” Btry A/402nd Artillery
CLARK, Maurice
C/242 Infantry
GELB, Leonard
unit unreported
GRAHAM, William E.
unit unreported
HART, Buster Clarence
HQ/222nd Infantry
KESL, Richard P.
M/242 Infantry
*MELINEK, Harold
QM Co./Div. Troops
MILLER, James I.
F/242 Infantry
nd
RITTLE, Harvey A.
142 Eng. Comb. Bn.
SKELTON, Joel Noble Btry B/402nd Artillery
SNOW, George
G/242 Infantry
TWEED, Robert J.
B/242 Infantry

RDVF OPERATING FUND -Robin Murphy –
200. In memory of SSGT Martin H. Bente, I/222
(1925-2017); Carol A. Klassen – 200. In memory of
CPL Conrad Gaarenstroom, F/242;
RDVF ENDOWMENT FUND – F.W. Coleman
– 20. In memory of LTC Frederick W. Coleman;
Lloyd McKinney Estate – 100. In memory of Lloyd
McKinney, A/232
RDVF SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND
Phil Stoffregen – 50. In memory of PVT John M.
Rutherford, 167th Regiment, Company B; Patricia
Brown (Daughter) – 300. In memory of Leonard
Chandler, WWI, 151st MGBN (Georgia);
Dr. Karen Lee Hansen – 45. In memory of Robert
W. Hansen, K/222; Melanie Remple – 100. In
memory of Richard J. “Dick” Tisch, 392-A FA;
Pasquale Alesia, BG (Ret.) FOR 42nd Infantry
Rainbow Division Association – 1,000.

*Past RDVA Chairman
National Auxiliary
CARLSON, June
Wife of Dale Pershing Carlson HQ/242 Inf.

If you would like to make a contribution by U.S. Mail, please send your gift to the
RDVF Treasurer, check payable to RDVF and mailed to:
Col. Peter P. Riley 22 Almond Tree Lane Warwick, NY 10990-2442
We may also support Rainbow online at <rainbowvets.org>
All gifts are gratefully received and acknowledged.

